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Abstract

The article examines current trends in the transformation of the legal protection
system for honor and dignity of the individual in the context of digitalization and
the rapid development of information and communication technologies. The
relevance of the study is driven by the growing number of digital offenses,
including cyberbullying, online defamation, dissemination of false information,
and the use of deepfake technologies, which significantly increase the risks of
violating non-material personal rights. The aim of the research is to analyze the
impact of the digital environment on legal mechanisms for protecting honor and
dignity, as well as to identify the features of integrating international standards
into national legal systems. The study employs systemic, comparative-legal, and
formal legal analysis methods. The scientific novelty lies in a comprehensive
examination of the transformation of legal protection mechanisms in the digital
environment, taking into account international standards of the United Nations
and the European Court of Human Rights. The results demonstrate that
digitalization acts both as a source of new threats and as a driver of legal
modernization, requiring the development of electronic evidence, expedited
procedures for removing unlawful content, and improved regulation of digital
platforms’ liability. The study concludes that harmonization of national
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legislation with international standards is essential for ensuring effective
protection of honor and dignity in the digital era.
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Introduction

HUAP®POBU3AILIUS 141 HHTEI'PALLUSA MEXJIYHAPOJJIHBIX
CTAHJIAPTOB B HAIIMOHAJIBHYIO CUCTEMY 3AHIUTHI YECTHU
N JOCTOUHCTBA JIMYHOCTH

Py3ues X. /.

Crapmmii npenogaBatenb kKadeapbl « OCHOBBI JYXOBHOCTH U MPABOBOE
obpazoanue» HITYVY3 umenn Huzamu TamkeHt, Y30ekucraH.

AxrtamoB baxogup Kaxpamonosnu
Crynenrt IV kypca daxynsreTa Uctopus

HITYY3 umenn Huzamu TamkeHT, Y30ekucran Q
AHHOTAIUS:

B crarbe paccMaTpuBarOTCS COBPEMEHHBIE TEHCHIIUN TPaHC()OPMAIH CHCTEMBI
3alIUTHl YECTH M JIOCTOMHCTBA JIMYHOCTH B YCIOBHAX IH(PPOBH3AIMUA U
AKTHBHOTO  Pa3BUTHS  MH()OPMAIIMOHHO-KOMMYHUKAIIHOHHBIX ~ TE€XHOJOTHIA.
AKTyanmbHOCTh HCCIENOBaHHS OOYCJOBIIEHA POCTOM 4YHcla [H(POBBIX
MpaBOHAPYIICHUIA, BKJIIOYast KUOEepOYJIUIHHI, OHJIalH-Tu D Pamanuio,
pacmpocTpaHeHHEe HEIOCTOBEPHON MH(OPMAIIMU M MCIIOJIb30BaHNE TEXHOJIOTHI
deepfake,  koTOpple = CYIIECTBEHHO  YCWJIMBAIOT  PUCKH  HAPYIICHUS
HEMaTepUaIbHBIX Onar JTUYHOCTH. Llenpro paboThl SBISETCS aHATN3 BIHMSHUS
nupoBON cpelbl Ha MEXaHU3M IPaBOBOM 3alllUThl YECTH U JTOCTOMHCTBA
JUYHOCTH, @ TAaKKE BBISBICHUE OCOOCHHOCTEW HWHTETPAIMHA MEXITyHApOTHBIX
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CTaHJIApTOB B HAIIMOHAJIBHYIO IPAaBOBYIO cHUCTEMY. B Xome wuccienoBaHus
MPUMEHSIITUCh METOIBI CHCTEMHOTO, CPaBHHUTEIIBHO-TIPABOBOTO U (DOpMabHO-
IOpUINYECKOTO aHann3a. HayyHas HOBM3HA 3aKJIIOYAETCS B KOMILIEKCHOM
PAacCMOTPEHUU TpaHC(POpPMAIIMK MPABOBBIX MEXAHU3MOB 3aIIUThl JIMYHOCTH B
1 poBoii cpere ¢ yuérom MexayHapoaubix crannaproB OOH u EBpomneiickoro
Cyla MO IpaBaM uYejloBeKa. B pesynbrare yCcTaHOBIEHO, 4TO IU(POBU3ALIUS
OTHOBPEMEHHO  BBICTyMAaeT HMCTOYHUKOM HOBBIX yrpo3 u  (hakTopom
MOJICPHU3AIMKA TIPABOBOM CHCTEMBI, TPEOYIOIIMM pPa3BUTHS AJICKTPOHHBIX
JI0KA3aTeNIbCTB, YCKOPEHHBIX MPOLEAYP YAAICHUS IPOTUBOIPABHOTO KOHTEHTA U
COBEPIICHCTBOBAHUSI OTBETCTBEHHOCTHU IU(DPpOBbIX iargopM. Cruenan BBIBOJ O
HEOOXOMMMOCTH  TapMOHM3AllMM  HAIMOHAJBHOTO  3aKOHOJATENIbCTBA  C
MEXyHApOJIHBIMU CTaHAapTaMu JJisi oOecriedeHus dPPEKTUBHOMN 3alUThHI YECTU
U JJOCTOMHCTBA JJUYHOCTH B IIU(PPOBYIO AIOXY.

KuroueBble ciioBa: nudpoBu3aius; 3alilTa 4Y€CTH U JTOCTOMHCTBA JIMYHOCTH;
uudpoBas penyrtanus; KuOepOymuHr; oHmaH-guddamanus; deepfake-
TEXHOJIOTUH; PaCIpPOCTPAHCHUE HEJOCTOBEPHON HWH(OpMALNK; AJIEKTPOHHBIC
JI0Ka3aTeNbCTBA; yAaJleHWE MPOTHUBOMPABHOTO KOHTEHTA; MPaBO Ha 3a0BEHME;
cB00OO/Aa BRIpOXXEHUSI MHEHUI; MexayHapoaubie crannaptsl; OOH; Komurer no
nmpaBaMm uesioBeka; EBpomelickuid cyn mo mpaBam uenoBeka; CoBer EBpormbi;
HallMOHAJIbHOE 3aKOHOJATENbCTBO PecryOnmuku  Y30ekuctaH; rpaxgaHCKO-
MpaBoOBasi 3alllUTa; cyeOHas 3amuTa; nHGopMaIMoHHass 0€30MaCHOCTb.

The modern development of the information society is characterized by a
profound transformation of all spheres of social relations under the influence of
digital technologies. One of the most significant consequences of this
transformation has been the changing nature of human communication, leading to
the emergence of fundamentally new forms of attacks on an individual's intangible
assets, including honor, dignity, and business reputation. In the digital
environment, traditional legal frameworks for protecting individuals face the need
to adapt to new technological and social realities.

The relevance of this study lies in the fact that digitalization has not only expanded
the space for interaction between subjects but also increased the dissemination of
potentially defamatory information. Unlike classical forms of defamation, digital
violations are characterized by instant scalability, cross-border nature, and long-
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lasting impact on an individual's reputation. This necessitates a rethinking of
existing legal protection mechanisms and their harmonization with international
human rights standards. Of particular importance in this regard is the integration
of international legal standards, enshrined in United Nations documents and
regional human rights systems, into the national legislation of the Republic of
Uzbekistan. These standards establish universal guidelines for protecting
individuals, ensuring a balance between freedom of expression and the right to
protect one's reputation, which is especially important in the context of digital
communication.

General characteristics of digital threats: The digital transformation of social
relations has led to the emergence of new forms of offenses that affect an
individual's honor and dignity. While such attacks previously occurred primarily
within a limited social space, today they have acquired a widespread and global
character, driven by the development of the internet and social platforms. A key
feature of the digital environment is the high speed of information dissemination,
which can reach an unlimited audience in a matter of seconds. Moreover, once
information is published online, control over its further dissemination is virtually
lost, significantly increasing the negative consequences of defamatory actions.
Under these conditions, a new socio-legal phenomenon is emerging: digital
reputation, which is the aggregate of information about an individual accessible
in the digital space and influencing their public perception, professional activity,
and social status. Cyberbullying and online defamation: One of the most common
forms of digital bullying is cyberbullying, which involves systematic
psychological pressure on an individual through digital communication channels.
Unlike traditional forms of aggression, cyberbullying is characterized by the
victim's constant accessibility and the absence of spatial restrictions.

Online defamation, in turn, involves the dissemination of defamatory information
that is not true through social media, forums, and other online resources.
International studies show that digital defamation has a significantly more
destructive effect than traditional forms of information dissemination, as it is
stored in search engines and can be reproduced multiple times by different users.

Dissemination of False Information and Information Manipulation: A separate
category of digital threats is the dissemination of false information (fake news),
which can distort public perceptions of an individual. In the absence of effective
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control over information sources, there is a risk of deliberately influencing an
individual's reputation through information manipulation.

It should be noted that the problem of disinformation is particularly significant in
the context of an individual's political, social, and professional activities. In such
circumstances, the protection of honor and dignity goes beyond individual
interests and assumes public and legal significance. Deepfake technologies as a
new threat: Synthetic media content (deepfake) technologies, which create
realistic audio and video materials that imitate the actions and statements of
specific individuals, pose a particular danger. The use of such technologies can
lead to the formation of false public opinion and cause significant damage to an
individual's reputation. Unlike traditional forms of defamation, deepfake content
has a high degree of visual fidelity, making it difficult to identify and refute. This
creates additional challenges for legal systems, which must take into account the
technological nature of such violations.

Anonymity and reduced accountability in the digital environment: A characteristic
feature of the digital space is the relative anonymity of users, which reduces the
level of legal and social responsibility for the information disseminated.
Anonymity contributes to the development of an aggressive communications
environment in which ethical norms partially lose their significance. This
circumstance significantly complicates the process of identifying violators and
subsequently holding them accountable, requiring improved digital identification
mechanisms and international cooperation in the field of information security.
General Transformation of Legal Regulation: The development of digital
technologies has objectively necessitated the transformation of traditional
mechanisms for protecting an individual's honor and dignity. While the classical
legal model relied primarily on offline communication and tangible media for
protecting these intangible assets, in the digital environment the focus of legal
regulation is shifting toward intangible, dynamically changing, and difficult-to-
control digital data. This necessitates the adaptation of both substantive legal
norms and the procedural mechanisms for their implementation. In particular, the
issue of classifying actions performed online as legally significant facts, entailing
civil and other liability, is becoming crucial.

Electronic Evidence in Honor and Dignity Defense Cases: One of the most
significant elements of the transformation of the legal mechanism is the
development of the institution of electronic evidence. In the digital environment,
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evidence is increasingly formed from data from social media, instant messengers,
emails, online publications, and other digital traces.

International practice and national legal systems are gradually recognizing that
electronic evidence has legal force provided the criteria of relevance,
admissibility, and reliability are met. The issue of digital data authentication is
particularly important, as the ability to edit and delete information online creates
the risk of its distortion.

The judicial practice of a number of states and the approaches of law enforcement
agencies recognize the need for a comprehensive assessment of digital evidence,
including a technical examination of the source, temporary metadata, and the
digital chain of custody.

Removal of illegal content and the "right to be forgotten": A significant area of
transformation in the legal mechanism is the development of procedures for the
removal of illegal content. In the digital environment, traditional forms of
retraction and compensation for moral damages often prove insufficient, as
information continues to be disseminated regardless of its original source.

In this regard, the concept of the "right to be forgotten" is actively developing in
international practice, having been most developed in European Union law and
the practice of the Court of Justice of the European Union. This approach allows
for the deletion of information provided that its continued dissemination violates
the rights and legitimate interests of an individual.

However, implementing this mechanism requires maintaining a balance between
protecting reputation and freedom of expression, a point repeatedly emphasized
in the case law of the European Court of Human Rights.

Liability of Internet Platforms and Digital Intermediaries: The issue of liability of
internet platforms and digital intermediaries deserves special attention. In today's
environment, social media platforms and information sharing services are
becoming key players in the dissemination of content, including potentially
defamatory material.

International practice is seeing a trend toward strengthening requirements for
digital platforms in terms of content moderation, responding to user complaints,

and removing illegal information. At the same time, the debate about the limits of
their liability remains ongoing, as excessive regulation can lead to restrictions on
freedom of expression. Thus, a new model of distributed liability is emerging, in
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which the state, users, and digital platforms act as interconnected actors under
legal regulation.

Judicial Protection of Honor and Dignity in the Digital Environment: Judicial
protection of an individual's honor and dignity in the context of digitalization is
acquiring new characteristics related to the nature of evidence and the specifics of
information dissemination. Courts are increasingly faced with the need to evaluate
digital content posted online, as well as establish its distribution and identify the
perpetrator. In this regard, the importance of digital forensics and technical
specialists 1s growing. Furthermore, judicial practice is gradually shaping an
approach according to which the dissemination of information online is equated
with public dissemination, which increases the degree of legal liability for the
offender.

The Role of Universal International Mechanisms: International legal standards for
the protection of an individual's honor and dignity form fundamental guidelines
for national legal systems, defining the limits of permissible state interference in
freedom of expression and simultaneously enshrining the obligation of states to
protect an individual's reputation.

The United Nations plays a key role in this system, where the right to the
protection of honor and reputation is enshrined in Article 17 of the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. According to this norm, no one shall be
subjected to arbitrary or unlawful interference with their privacy and family life,
or to unlawful attacks on their honor and reputation. In General Comment No. 34,
the UN Human Rights Committee emphasizes that states are obliged to ensure a
balance between freedom of expression and the protection of reputation, with any
restrictions on freedom of speech being strictly necessary and proportionate.
Regional standards of the Council of Europe: The Council of Europe and the
European Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental
Freedoms have a significant influence on the development of international
standards. Article 8 of the Convention enshrines the right to respect for private
and family life, which, in the case law of the European Court of Human Rights,
also includes the protection of reputation. Article 10 of the Convention guarantees
freedom of expression, which requires a constant balancing act between these two
fundamental rights.

The European Court of Human Rights has established a consistent approach in its
case law, according to which the protection of reputation may serve as a basis for
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restricting freedom of expression if such restriction is necessary in a democratic
society and complies with the principle of proportionality.

Case Law of the European Court of Human Rights: Of particular importance are
the decisions of the European Court of Human Rights, which set precedent
standards in the area of protecting individual honor and dignity. In Handyside v.
United Kingdom, the Court emphasized that freedom of expression extends not
only to "information" or "ideas" that are received favorably, but also to those that
are likely to offend, shock, or disturb the State or any section of the population.
In Axel Springer AG v. Germany, the Court formulated criteria for balancing press
freedom and the right to protection of reputation, including the contribution of the
information to the public interest, the celebrity of the individual, and the method
of obtaining the information.

These approaches are particularly important in the digital age, where information
1s disseminated instantly and en masse. Balancing Freedom of Expression and
Reputation Protection: One of the key principles of international law is the need
to maintain a balance between freedom of expression and the protection of
individual honor and dignity. This balance becomes particularly challenging in
the digital environment, as the dissemination of information is virtually
uncontrollable once published.

On the one hand, freedom of expression is the foundation of a democratic society,
ensuring open debate and access to information. On the other hand, the
uncontrolled dissemination of information can lead to serious violations of
individual rights, including reputational damage, psychological pressure, and
social isolation. Thus, international standards do not formulate a prohibitive
approach, but rather a balancing one, focusing on proportionate restrictions of
rights in exceptional cases.

Constitutional and Legal Foundations for the Protection of Honor and Dignity:
The national system for the protection of individual honor and dignity in the
Republic of Uzbekistan is formed on the basis of constitutional guarantees of
human rights and freedoms, which enshrine the fundamental principle of respect
for the individual and their intangible assets. The Constitution of the Republic of
Uzbekistan establishes that human dignity is inviolable and is protected by the
state.

This provision is of fundamental importance, as it defines the general direction of
legal regulation in the area of personal protection. In the context of digitalization,
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it takes on new meaning, as attacks on honor and dignity are increasingly
committed not in the physical, but in the digital space, requiring a broader
interpretation of constitutional guarantees.

Civil protection mechanisms: The civil mechanism that ensures the restoration of
violated individual rights plays a key role in the national protection system. In
accordance with the provisions of the Civil Code of the Republic of Uzbekistan,
an individual has the right to demand retraction of information defaming their
honor, dignity, or business reputation unless the disseminator proves its veracity.

Additionally, compensation for moral damages is provided, which is an important
tool for restoring an individual's intangible assets. In the digital environment,
these mechanisms are particularly important, as information disseminated online
can have a long-term and difficult-to-reverse impact.

It should be noted that civil protection is gradually adapting to the digital reality,
including cases of information dissemination via social media, instant messaging
apps, and internet platforms.

Administrative, legal, and organizational mechanisms: Along with civil law
remedies, the national system includes administrative mechanisms for protecting
the information space. These are aimed at ensuring information security and
promptly responding to the dissemination of illegal content.

Specifically, IT legislation provides for measures to restrict access to information
that violates citizens' rights, as well as mechanisms for interaction between
government agencies and information resource owners.

These measures are particularly important in the context of digitalization, as they
allow for the prompt minimization of the consequences of the dissemination of
false or defamatory information.

Court practice and electronic evidence: The judicial system of the Republic of
Uzbekistan is gradually adapting to the digital environment, recognizing the
importance of electronic evidence in cases involving the protection of an
individual's honor and dignity. Such evidence includes social media materials,
instant messaging, screenshots of publications, and other digital traces.

An important aspect is the need to assess the reliability of such evidence, as digital
information can be easily altered or deleted. Therefore, court practice focuses on

a comprehensive assessment of the evidence base, involving technical specialists
and experts. Thus, a new approach to evidence is being developed that takes into
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account the specifics of the digital environment and ensures more flexible legal
protection for individuals.

Digitalization of public services and personal protection: One of the key areas of
state policy is the digitalization of public services and the development of e-
government. This process contributes to increased access to legal protection and
expedited procedures for responding to violations of citizens' rights. Digital
transformation creates conditions for more efficient interaction between citizens
and government agencies, which is especially important in cases of defamatory
information dissemination online. Thus, digitalization is not only a source of new
risks but also a tool for increasing the effectiveness of legal protection for
individuals.

The need for systemic modernization of legal regulation: The current
development of the digital environment demonstrates that existing legal
mechanisms for protecting an individual's honor and dignity, despite their overall
effectiveness, require further improvement to reflect new technological realities.
The main problem is that digital communication is characterized by its cross-
border nature, the speed of information dissemination, and the difficulty of its
subsequent deletion, which objectively reduces the effectiveness of traditional
legal remedies.

In this regard, legislative improvements should be systemic and based on a
combination of national legal traditions and international human rights standards.
Legislative consolidation of the concept of "digital reputation": One of the key
areas of development is the need for regulatory consolidation of the concept of
"digital reputation." Currently, this category is actively used in scientific doctrine,
but is not always directly formalized in legislation. Consolidating this concept
would:

— clarify the object of legal protection in the digital environment;

— distinguish between traditional and digital forms of reputational damage;

— strengthen personal protection in online communication.

This approach is consistent with the international trend of recognizing intangible
digital assets of individuals as independent objects of legal protection'.

Expedited mechanisms for removing defamatory content: Given the high speed
of information dissemination on the internet, the development of expedited
procedures for removing knowingly defamatory or inaccurate content is
particularly relevant.
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International practice, including the European Union's approaches to regulating
digital platforms, demonstrates the effectiveness of notice-and-take-down
mechanisms, which require platforms to promptly respond to legitimate user
complaints?.

In the national context, it is advisable to develop procedures for:

— expedited judicial response;

— preliminary blocking of obviously illegal content;

— interaction between government agencies and digital platforms.

Improving the institution of electronic evidence: One of the most problematic
aspects remains the issue of the reliability and admissibility of electronic
evidence. In the digital environment, evidence is easily altered, deleted, or
falsified, requiring higher verification standards.

Promising areas include:

— developing digital forensics;

— implementing digital data verification standards;

— using data recording technologies (timestamping, blockchain solutions in
certain cases);

— standardizing judicial practice in evaluating digital evidence.

This will increase legal certainty and strengthen trust in the judicial system.
Special mechanisms for the protection of minors: In the context of digitalization,
minors are particularly vulnerable and are more often the targets of cyberbullying,
online defamation, and the dissemination of personal data.

Therefore, it is necessary to develop special protection mechanisms, including:

— Strengthened penalties for disseminating information about minors;

— Prioritizing the consideration of such cases by the courts;

— Developing educational programs on digital security;

— Strengthening the role of parents and educational institutions.

These measures are consistent with the provisions of the UN Convention on the
Rights of the Child, which enshrines the obligation of states to ensure the
protection of children from all forms of psychological violence?.

Developing international cooperation: Given the cross-border nature of digital
offenses, developing international cooperation in the protection of individual
honor and dignity is an important area.

This includes:

— Exchange of legal information between states;
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— Cooperation in cybersecurity;

— Unification of approaches to regulating digital platforms;

— Participation in international legal initiatives. This approach is consistent with
the general trend of developing a global digital legal space based on the principles
of the UN and regional legal systems.

In summary, the study demonstrates that the digitalization of social relations and
the rapid development of information and communication technologies have
fundamentally changed the nature and character of attacks on an individual's
honor and dignity. While in the traditional legal system such violations were
predominantly local and limited, in the digital environment they have become
widespread, cross-border, and difficult to control.

The analysis revealed that the key contemporary threats include cyberbullying,
online defamation, the dissemination of false information, the use of deepfake
technologies, and the formation and destruction of an individual's digital
reputation. These phenomena pose a high degree of public danger, as information
in the digital environment spreads instantly and can persist indefinitely, exerting
a long-term impact on an individual's social and professional status. A study of
the transformation of legal mechanisms revealed that national protection systems
are gradually adapting to new conditions through the development of electronic
evidence, the introduction of procedures for removing illegal content, increased
accountability for digital platforms, and the refinement of judicial practice. At the
same time, the balance between protecting individual honor and dignity and
ensuring freedom of expression, which has been consistently developed in
international law, including the practice of the UN and the European Court of
Human Rights, is of particular importance.

An analysis of the national system of the Republic of Uzbekistan demonstrates its
consistent evolution, based on constitutional guarantees, civil law mechanisms,
and state digital transformation policy. An important factor in this development is
the integration of international standards, which ensures the consistency of
national legislation with universally recognized principles of human rights
protection.

The paper devotes particular attention to prospects for legislative improvement.
The proposed areas, including codifying the concept of digital reputation,
developing expedited procedures for removing defamatory content, improving the
institution of electronic evidence, strengthening the protection of minors, and
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developing international cooperation, are aimed at increasing the effectiveness of
legal protection for individuals in the digital environment. Thus, it can be
concluded that protecting an individual's honor and dignity in the context of
digitalization requires a comprehensive approach based on a combination of legal,
technological, and international mechanisms. Only through further harmonization
of national legislation with international standards will it be possible to develop
an effective, sustainable, and adaptive system for protecting individuals in the
digital age.
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